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teaching methods and projects. His excep-
tional student evaluations attest to his commit-
ment to their success, and their appreciation 
of his efforts. 

As a member of the AIChE Fluidization 
Committee, and ASME Industrial Waste Com-
mittee, Dr. Ho has received numerous teach-
ing awards, including the Amoco Teaching Ex-
cellence Award, the Lamar University Teach-
ing Bonus Award, and the Certificate of Rec-
ognition awarded by the International Inciner-
ation Conference. 

With expertise in thermal treatment of haz-
ardous and industrial wastes, fluidization and 
fluidized bed combustion & incineration, met-
als and sulfur emission control, mercury sorp-
tion and desorption on sorbents, it is obvious 
why he received the International Incineration 
Conference’s Outstanding Service Award four 
times. 

Dr. Ho currently has active research 
projects in metal capture by sorbents during 
fluidized bed technology for metal emissions 
control; development of two-state fluidized bed 
technology for metal emissions control; sor-
bent technology for multipollutant air emis-
sions control; and statistical study of PM–10, 
PM–2.5, and PM–1.0 

Dr. Ho also has illustrative papers and pres-
entations on metal capture during fluidized 
bed incineration wastes contaminated with 
lead chloride; metal behavior during fluidized 
bed thermal treatment of soil; and adsorption 
and desorption of mercury on sorbents at ele-
vated temperatures. 

Dr. Ho’s passion for students, his research 
projects and publications, and contributions to 
professional societies earned him this top 
honor. I am proud to recognize his contribu-
tions in the Second Congressional District. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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HONORING OFFICER CHRISTOPHER 
PFEIFER 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to remember a brave young man 
from the Third District, Pfc. Christopher 
Pfeifer, who passed away last week from 
wounds suffered in Afghanistan on August 17 
when his unit came under enemy fire. He was 
assigned to the 1st Squadron, 91st Cavalry 
Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat 
Team. 

A talented young man, Chris has been de-
scribed as the type of person who gave his 
very best at everything he did, and who loved 
the Army. Chris’ death came just days before 
his wife, Karen, gave birth to their first child, 
a baby girl. 

Words cannot express our gratitude for 
Chris’ service to our country, or the loss of 
such a brave individual. 

HONORING JOHN JOSEPH ‘‘JACK’’ 
HEALY 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 1, 2007 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor John Joseph ‘‘Jack’’ Healy, 
former Santa Rosa mayor and city 
councilmember, who died recently as a result 
of a traffic accident. Jack, who was 81, was 
known for helping others and promoting edu-
cation. 

Because of his delightful personality, Jack 
was a top vote-getter in elections. He served 
the city for a dozen years before retiring be-
cause of heart problems. 

In civic affairs, Jack did his homework on 
the issues and was known for treating peo-
ple—even those who disagreed with him—with 
respect. Friends say that because of this, he 
had no enemies. 

‘‘He was one of the kinder, more thoughtful 
City Council persons, who didn’t just look at 
the technicality of the issue, but how it im-
pacted people,’’ longtime friend and former 
council colleague Schuyler Jeffries told report-
ers upon hearing the news of Jack’s death. 

Before becoming involved in politics, Jack 
joined the business faculty at Santa Rosa Jun-
ior College. Perhaps because of his own 
struggles to get a college education, Jack 
worked to help others achieve this accom-
plishment, and eventually he became dean of 
the campus evening program. 

‘‘I always was impressed by his desire to 
give people a hand up who needed it,’’ his 
son, Mike Healy, says. ‘‘He went out of his 
way to help people better themselves in life.’’ 

The son of Irish immigrants—his father was 
a copper miner who died when Jack was 
young—Jack dreamed of going to college. 
Thanks to the GI Bill, that dream was realized 
after World War II, when he attended San 
Francisco State University. There, he met his 
wife, Sharon, to whom he was married for 54 
years until her death in May. The couple had 
two sons, Mike and Matt, who survive them, 
along with two grandchildren, Megan and 
Tom. 

Jack was a well-liked member of the ‘‘old 
gray mayors,’’ an informal group of former city 
leaders, and continued to remain active in 
local affairs even after his retirement, serving 
for eight years on the Sonoma County Library 
Commission. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to honor a 
man who served his community not only wise-
ly but also well. Jack will long be missed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I was unavoidably delayed and missed 
the vote on final passage of H.R. 3121, The 
Flood Insurance Reform and Modernization 
Act of 2007 (Rollcall 921). Although H.R. 3121 
passed by a vote of 263–146, I respectfully re-
quest the opportunity to record my position. 
Had I been present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on Rollcall 921. 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
AND CONDEMNING RUSH 
LIMBAUGH’S ATTACK ON 
‘‘PHONY SOLDIERS’’ 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing a resolution to affirm 
that our soldiers have the freedom to speak 
about the war in Iraq. As a Member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, I believe it 
is important to express opposition to the view 
that American soldiers who do not embrace 
the policies of the Bush Administration lack 
the skills to do the job of protecting their coun-
try or lack the willingness to make the ultimate 
sacrifice in service of their country. 

Madam Speaker, as a general principle it 
should not be the business of Congress to 
condemn or applaud the publicly expressed 
views of private citizens. If we took note of 
every stupid, ignorant or asinine utterance in 
the public square we would have little time to 
focus on the important issues facing this na-
tion. 

Moreover, I believe firmly in the right of 
every American to speak his or her mind free-
ly. Even the most outrageous and offensive 
speech is, and should be, protected by the 
first amendment of our constitution. Our citi-
zens should be free to express their political 
views without expecting Congress to act as a 
kind of imperious censor or arbiter of what is 
acceptable, intelligent or in good taste. Instead 
of passing resolutions condemning the political 
views of others, I think the preferred approach 
for Congress as an institution is to stay above 
the partisan fray and let individual Members 
express their personal, as opposed to institu-
tional, views about the free speech of others. 

There are times, however, when I believe 
this body should speak collectively—and that 
is in those rare circumstances when the 
speech of prominent Americans, media per-
sonalities or political organizations is so out-
rageous and divisive that it commands the at-
tention of every Member. We can respect the 
first amendment rights of others without giving 
up our own right to speak out freely and col-
lectively in this body. 

In this regard, I believe remarks by a promi-
nent conservative talk-show personality, Mr. 
Rush Limbaugh, deserve a rebuke from the 
Congress. Democrats and Republicans alike 
should find his attack on our men and women 
in uniform both offensive and deplorable. 

Specifically, Mr. Limbaugh suggested that 
soldiers who oppose the Bush Administration’s 
policy in Iraq are ‘‘phony soldiers.’’ The clear 
implication of his remarks leaves no doubt. Mr. 
Limbaugh used his syndicated radio program 
to impugn the character of those American 
servicemen and women who have spoken out 
against the policies of the Bush Administra-
tion. 

I believe that Congress should make clear 
that our soldiers, whatever their rank and 
whatever their views, deserve to be honored 
for their service. I believe Congress should 
make clear that Mr. Limbaugh’s use of the 
term ‘‘phony soldiers’’ is beneath contempt. I 
believe Congress should remind Mr. Limbaugh 
that the men and women who serve in our 
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military do so, not as Republicans, conserv-
atives, Democrats or liberals, but as Ameri-
cans. 

Madam Speaker, it is not my intention to ad-
vance a partisan message with this resolution. 
Nor is it my intention that Congress waste 
time and effort in exposing partisan hypocrisy, 
however tempting that goal may be. 

It is my intention, however, to make clear to 
the men and women serving in uniform, many 
of whom are risking their lives on foreign soil 
to defend our civil liberties, that it is not ac-
ceptable for anyone to accuse them of being 
‘‘phony’’ or false patriots because their political 
views may differ from those of their com-
mander-in-chief. 

To suggest that a soldier’s sacrifice is 
somehow made less worthy by expressing his 
or her opinion betrays a view of military serv-
ice so cramped as to be unrecognizable to 
most Americans—Republicans or Democrats. I 
can say with full confidence that that is not the 
opinion held by those of us who serve on the 
Armed Services Committee. Congress should 
make clear that it rejects this narrow view as 
well. 

That is the underlying purpose of this reso-
lution, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
embracing the underlying message. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CARL A. LABARRE, 
LATE A FORMER SUPER-
INTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, U.S. 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, as chairman of the Committee on 
House Administration and of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing, I wish to pay tribute to Carl 
A. LaBarre, who served the U.S. Navy faith-
fully and well during his career, and who then 
brought a similar standard of service to the 
Government Printing Office, where he led his 
staff in improving public access to Govern-
ment information. 

On October 4,2007, Carl LaBarre will be laid 
to rest with full honors in Arlington National 
Cemetery. A Montana native who attended the 
University of Montana and later the Naval War 
College, the Naval Post Graduate School, and 
the Harvard Graduate School of Business Ad-
ministration, LaBarre was a career U.S. Navy 
officer who retired as Inspector General of the 
Naval Supply Systems Command in Wash-
ington, D.C., with the rank of Captain. During 
his service he earned the Legion of Merit, the 
Navy Commendation Medal, and the Depart-
ment of Defense Joint Service Commendation 
Award. Perhaps most significantly, especially 
to those of us who have been watching Ken 
Burns’ latest documentary The War, then-En-
sign LaBarre earned recognition for service in 
the best tradition of the Navy on December 7, 
1941, while ‘‘effecting the rescue of personnel 
trapped below decks’’ on the battleship USS 
California, which was badly damaged in the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

As noteworthy as it was, Carl LaBarre’s ca-
reer did not end with his service in the Navy. 
In 1971, he joined the GPO as Deputy Direc-
tor and then Director of its Materials Manage-
ment Service, which was responsible for keep-

ing the GPO supplied with paper, ink, equip-
ment, and all the other materials required to 
accomplish its work. In 1975, then-Public 
Printer Thomas McCormick appointed him Su-
perintendent of Documents, a statutory posi-
tion which is responsible for the public dis-
tribution of all Government documents via 
sales, distribution to Federal depository librar-
ies, and the international exchange program. 
From that post LaBarre directed a nationwide 
network involving warehouse-based mail order 
operations, 25 bookstores in major metropoli-
tan areas, and depository libraries in virtually 
every State and congressional district; during 
his tenure, the numbers of depository libraries 
increased from 1,170 to 1,367, broadening the 
reach of the program across America. Sales 
also increased, from $34.5 million annually 
when he took office to $55 million by the time 
LaBarre retired in 1982. 

The hallmark of Carl LaBarre’s service as 
Superintendent of Documents was his effort to 
improve the management of GPO’s docu-
ments distribution operations and increase 
customer satisfaction. He adopted modern in-
formation technology and worked to make 
GPO’s customer services comparable with 
those of private-sector firms. In the Federal 
Depository Library Program, LaBarre sup-
ported the automation of the Monthly Catalog 
of U.S. Government Publications, which trans-
formed the world of bibliographic control for 
Government documents. He supported micro-
fiche conversion of Government documents, at 
that time seen as a primary means for pro-
viding depository libraries with scientific and 
technical documents printed in small numbers 
outside of GPO. He made the Depository Li-
brary Council an effective advisory body for 
the Public Printer and it remains so to this 
day. For his efforts he was commended by the 
American Library Association. LaBarre also re-
ceived GPO’s Distinguished Service Medal, 
the highest award the Public Printer can be-
stow, not once but twice for ‘‘his outstanding 
success in improving the management of the 
Documents operations and for creating an un-
precedented era of customer satisfaction,’’ and 
for ‘‘his exceptional leadership and his unpar-
alleled achievements while serving as Super-
intendent of Documents.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I have not had the privi-
lege of working with Carl A. LaBarre during 
my tenure on the Joint Committee on Printing. 
Those who did have the privilege attest that 
he was a remarkable man and a faithful, dedi-
cated public servant. On behalf of the Joint 
Committee and indeed the entire Congress, I 
extend condolences to Carl LaBarre’s family, 
friends, and former colleagues. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LES C. VINNEY 

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. LaTOURETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Les C. Vinney, a resident 
of the 14th Congressional District of Ohio, who 
retired at the end of September from his posi-
tion as President and Chief Executive Officer 
of STERIS Corporation in Mentor, Ohio. 

Mr. Vinney joined STERIS as Chief Finan-
cial Officer in 1999, and from July 2000 
through September 2007 he served as Presi-

dent and CEO. Mr. Vinney presided over a pe-
riod of unprecedented growth at STERIS, in-
cluding a growth in revenue of more than 50 
percent, a near quadrupling of stock values, 
and a rise in employment in Mentor from 
fewer than 400 employees to almost 1,000. 

Mr. Vinney has innovatively led the way at 
STERIS, transforming it from primarily a 
healthcare company to one that has adapted 
its proven technologies for new markets. Most 
significantly, he established STERIS’s Defense 
& Industrial Group to adapt and market 
STERIS’s technologies to help businesses and 
government address the risks of biochemical 
contamination. 

Following the anthrax attacks in 2001 that 
closed down much of Washington—including 
my congressional office—STERIS successfully 
completed the cleanup of State Department 
and the General Services Administration’s mail 
processing facilities. Since then, he has 
briefed me regularly as STERIS has success-
fully conducted collaborative research and de-
velopment work with the U.S. Army Edgewood 
Chemical Biological Center to adapt and mod-
ify STERIS’s Vaporized Hydrogen Peroxide 
(VHP) technology for use against biological 
and chemical warfare agents. 

Mr. Vinney is keenly aware that military ap-
plications can be applied to other settings, and 
has helped grow STERIS into a model for mili-
tary, public and commercial applications of its 
technologies. The cutting-edge VHP decon-
tamination system can be used to kill bacteria, 
viruses and spores in settings from operating 
rooms to jets, and was even used after Hurri-
cane Katrina. 

Beyond his work with STERIS, Les is a civic 
leader as well, and has served as Chairman of 
the Northeast Ohio Technology Coalition, an 
organization promoting economic and tech-
nology development in Northeast Ohio. He’s 
also served on the boards of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Cleveland, University Hospitals, 
the Greater Cleveland Partnership, and as a 
past chairman of the Lake County United Way 
Campaign. Outside Ohio, he also serves on 
the boards of Campbell Soup Company and 
the Advanced Medical Technology Association 
(AdvaMed). 

I wish Les the best in his retirement, and 
know how much he is looking forward to 
spending more time with his wife, Linda, and 
their family. On behalf of the 14th Congres-
sional District of Ohio, I congratulate Les on 
all of his fine work, and thank him for his lead-
ership for Northeast Ohio and the nation. 

f 

HONORING LCDR TRACY G. DEWITT 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, it is 
my honor and privilege to rise today on behalf 
of an Arlington, Tennessee resident, Lieuten-
ant Commander Tracy G. DeWitt, who has de-
voted his life to defending the United States of 
America. Please join me in commending Com-
mander DeWitt on a career spent serving our 
Navy and our Country. On October 1, 2007 he 
will retire after 24 years of service to a grateful 
Nation. 

Born and raised in Gravette, Arkansas, 
Commander DeWitt began his service in the 
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